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EXTRACT OF A SERMON, 


from JeRPwrAn iii. 15, * And I will give you pastors 
according fo mine heart, which shall fed you with 


knowledge and understanding.?’—BY H. BALLOU, 


In this prophetic testimony. the divine Being prom 
ises to vive his people pastors, instrnctors or teachers 
according to hisown heart. By this we learn that 
God will not leave it to the wisdom of this world to 
appoint a ministry ; but that he will see to this himself, 
and will endow those whom he appoints with his wis- 
dom, his mind, and his will. 

The great object of this ministry is clearly defin- 
ed. It is not to amuse the people with mysterious 
dogmas, and to draw over their eves a bandage of su- 
perstition, rendered sacred by tradition ; but its object 
is to feed the people with knewledee and understand- 





ing. This directs us to consider that ail the subjects 
op which the trne ministry Jabours, areé 
teacher knows to be trne, and such ashe understanis: 


such as the| 
| 


they are such as people may be taught to know and 
understand. 

When the wisdom of this world sets up re!izion, and 
appoints a ministry, it takes care that those who are 


thus appointed, are according to itself in heart and af- | 
fections ; who will be faithful to its cause, and who 
will studiously oppose the wisdom, mind, and wil! of 
God. When theological! institutions send out ministers, 
care is taken that their wisdom, their min@s and thei: 
wills, are all in accordance with the scheme of doc 
trine maintaived by the institutions to which they owe 
their authority. What must we naturally expect 
from such teachers? Answer: they will feed the people 
with all the inconsistencies and contradictions, all the 
partiality and vindictive wrath, which are maintained 
in the schools where they were educated. As an ex- 
ample of what we here state, we refer you to the the- 
ological institution at Jerusalem ; at the head of which 
was placed Dr. Gamaliel. Saul, the persecutor, was 
a pupil of this school of divinity ; and he was accord- 
ing to the spirit, wisdom, and disposition of that insti- 
tution. In perfect accordance with the interest of that 
wisdom in which he had been taught, he was exceed- 
ingly mad against Christ and his religion ; and breath- 
ed ont threatenings and slaughter against his disciples. 
By the authority which stood in support of the institu- 
tion, at which this persecutor was doctrinated, he was 
authorised totake all that believed in the name of Je- 
sus, and commit them to prison, whether men or wo- 
men. Bot when this same person was appointed a 
minister of Jesus Christ, it was the work of no theo- 
logical school of human establishment ; it was the work 
of that God, who says in our text,—“I_ will give you 


pastors according to mine heart. which shall feed you 
with knowledge and understanding.” What an amaz- 


ing change is this, which was effected in this infu- 
riated persecutor! He is no longer in the spirit and in- 
terest of the school where he had obtained his educa- 
tion ; but he is now in the spirit and interests of the 
ae of Jesus Christ, whom he had before persecu- 
ed, 

Had it been left to the Jews and Gentiles to have 
set upa ministry, and to appoint ministers. the doctrine 
of Jesus would not have been their scheme 3; nor woulc 
men, such as were the apostles of the Saviour, bee 
&ppointed to its public labors. 

From motives; by which the human heart is succe) 


-——---f 


od 


+ 





selves to become pastors or teachers. They may be | imagine that if they have stood up amidst a congrega- 


deceived, and believe that God has sent them, when | tion of people while prayer was offered, they have tru- 
it is only the desire of their own hearts, oceasioned by | ly adored God. And perhaps there are very few who 
a zeal which is not according to knowledge: or they | would not be surprized at the assertion that no sort of 
may appoint themselves to this work, because they de- posture, and no sort of language whatever, are, strict- 
sire those honors and emoluments which they find are | ly speaking, necessary part of worship. 

attached to the profession. But my friends, there is| Christ says that ‘they who worship the Father, shal! 
not the least difficulty in determining whether a man be | worship him in spirit and in truth.’ tis in the spirit 
appointed by himself, or whether he be sent of God. | of man,—in his heart alone,—that .worship can-exist; 
If he has appointed himself, he will preach himself. | and though Certain exernal rites may sometimes be-fit, 


night ;~and that he is willing to spend and be spent for 


But he will endeavour, first of all, to make you believe 
that he is sent of God. To do this, he will talk much 
about his love of, and concern for your poor souls. 
He will appear to be in an agony for the salvation of 
precious, immortal souls. He will solemnly declare 
how much he prays for your conversion, and that you 
may have an interest jn the Saviour. He will inform 
you, that he weeps for you in the silent hours of the 


your salvation. When people hear all this, they say, 
this must be a good man, a good minister ; how he loves 
ovr souls / This my friends, is just what he wishes 
you to think and say. His object is now obtained. 
Your minds are placed on bim ; you love him in re- 
turn for his loving you, or saying he loves you ; and 
this is the object he had in view when he told you all 
these things. If he had been appointed by our heav- 
enly Father, if he had been a minister of Jesus Christ, 





in order to engage the sympathy of others, or even te 
awaken our own feelings by the influence.of associa- 
tion, yet we are always to remember that those corpo- 
real exertions, whether of gesture or speaking, are no 
part of adoration, nor even necessarily connected with 
it- Our Saviour seems to have seldom indicated, by 
means of vocal prayer and outward signs, that adora- 
tion of the Fathes, to which we naturally suppose he 
frequently d.voted himself. It is believed that not 
more thav four or five instances can be traced, in all 
the Evangelists, of his having performed that ceremony 
which some christians think themselves obliged to re- 
peat, every morniug and evening. 

If it is only in the state of the mind that we mast 
seek for real worship, let us consider what are the 
views and emotions which constitute it. In order to 
worship God, it is self-evident that our thoughts must 
be fixed on him, and that we must indulge that vener- 


he would have employed his arguments to persuade ation which his infinite greatness and perfection claim ; 


| you to believe in the love of God, manifested through | °F is it less necessary that we esteem and admire the 


his Son to a sinful world. But he will not allow that | moral properties of his nature. A moment’s reflection 
God is as much engaged in the salvation of your souls | will satisfy us that there can be no adoration where 
a he is. If you ask him ifhe would save all men, if it | there is not esteem for the character, and delight in the 
were in his power, he would answer, yes ; even | disposition of the object; as we always feel either in- 
if it cost my life. If you ask him whether God has difference or dislike, where we do not esteem. If we 
power to save all men, he will very coolly answer in| Worship a God of hatred, we must delight in, and 
the affirmative ; but will not allow that be loves his | /ove, that hatred ; if we worship a God of love, we 
creatures enough to exert this power for their salva- ™ust esteem that love. If the God whom we adore, 
tion. Now, which is the best being, this minister, who | hates his enemies, we must admire and delight in the 
would save all men if he could, or his God, who has Principle of hatred to enemies: it is net enough that 
this power, and yet will not do it / The minister, be- | ¥® merely Justify it, we must beartily love it, or: we 
eure. Which do the people love the best? Him, who|#9not worship, except in pretence. Orif the Gout 
they believe loves them the best. Our subject is now | exists ina fixed and everlasting determination to con- 
perfectly clear. The preacher appointed himself, and *'S® ® part of his creation to endless torment, then the 
he preaches himself : he stands directly between God | worshipper has got to rejoice in this determination, or 
and the people, and their eyes are on him, and not on | bea hypocrite. ' 

God; they love him, but do not love God: they put) In view of this plain truth, how few real worship- 
their trust in him, but not in God. Jesus said, ‘Fhe | pers there appear / The god which we have here 
that speaketh of himself, seeketh his own glory ; but | *¢Pposed, is, we well know, the very god that most 
he that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, the. christians have pretended to adore, They will preach 
same is true. and there isno unrighteousness in him.” | 4) and threaten us, and plead with us, in or- 
Ministers who directly, or indirectly imply, in their} der to make us discover what they so clearly see, that 
preaching, that they are better than our Father in | God has reprobated a great multitude of our race te 
heaven; and talk of their own love and zeal, certain- | eternal woe, or else that he will not save them when 
ly seek their own glory; and to exalt themselves in he can; and then they will pray, Father, have merey 


the estimation of the people. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
WORSHIP. 


There is, perhaps, nothing, which is more generally 
considered a religious duty, than Divine Worship.— | 
still, it is to be feared that most people entertain but | 
a very vague, if not an erroneous, notion of its nature. 
should we judge from appearances and circumstances, 
ve should conclude that many suppose that placing 





ertain quantity of set phrases, though perhaps for the 





lible of influence, individuals may take it upon them- 


on all mankind / For them, this is no prayer. It be- 
trays their want of heart-felt devotion. It is directly 
against what they are satisfied God is disposed to do. 
They ought either to worship in spirit and in truth, or to 
make no pretences. Hear Christ’s description of pray- 
er: “‘when ye pray, say, Our Father wh@ ari in heav- 
eM,+++++++ TAY WILL BE Doss.” When we shall 
hear people beseech God to pour out his wrath on all, 
his enemies, to destroy the reprobates, and to consign 
all the impenitent to infinite vengeance, we may be- 
lieve that they really worship such a God; that ie, 


hemselves in a certain posture, and then repeating a if we can suppose they sincerely feel as they talk. 


We wust consider also, that whoever loves and ad- 


ihousandth time, constitute worship. Others seeia to! mires any particular moral principle, will thereby be- 
















































































come possessed of it himsel/, in a-greater or less degree. | they are written for our admonition on whom the ends 
When men. love cruelty,.they are cruel; and when)|of the world are come.” The word here rendered 
they delight in mercy, they are merciful. He that re-| world is aions ; it should therefore have been rendered 
joices on seeing anoitheg commit an outrage, would do worlds, supposing world a just translation of aion.— 
the same himself, if he bad the liberty and the neces- | Would it not be more agreeable to truth, and the origi- 
sary fortitude ; and be who really admires and wor- | nal text, to render the word*atonion ages? alt is cer- 
ships an eternal vengeance in his God, must, of course, tain, the end of Old Testament ages, and beginning of 
‘Herish the principle in his own bosom. the new, took place in the days of the apostles; but 
‘{t'is'no less true, that those only who love and exer; | the end of the world has not taken place yet. Itisal- 
cise the ptinciple of kindness, can be proper}y said to so said, Heb. ix. 26, ‘*But pow once in the end of the 
“‘aa@re that God who’ “is good to all, and whose tender world, he hath appeared to put away sin by the sacri- 
meréies are over all his works.” ‘This reflection leads | fice of himself.” Here again the word rendered world 
ig 6 discover’ the réason why God commands us to | is aions, and refers, | apprehend, to the ages mention- 
worship and serve him, and him alone. : 
he ‘seeks the adulation of man,—it is not that he can | these that Christ appeared iu this world. The word 
be flattered by the praises of his creatures ; but he has|rendered world-in the first clause of Heb. ix. 26, is 
appointed this dtity and enjoined its performance as a | kosmou, and kosmos properly signifies world ; but aion 
powerful méans of bringing us to a participation of his ‘neither signifies world nor eternity, properly; but an 
spirit: ‘While we steadfastly contemplate him, and | indefinite duration, frequently very long. 

revere his character, we are changed into the same | 
image, as by the spirit of the Lord. AMRUSC. 





Obj. The fire with which the wicked are to be punish- 
ed is called unquenchable, Mat. iii. 12, **He will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”” Mark ix. 44, 
Mabe their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
| 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


QUESTIONS, 


quenched.”’ 


angels whom (Lot entertained were not human be- | presented by these similitudes, must be eternal. 
. gis | 

yen ' Ans.The fire that cannot be quenched til! it has c. 
2, Are we under any necessity of supposing that the ' sumed the subject upon which it operates,may be said to 
storm by which Sodom and Gomorrah was destroyed, | pe unquenchable. Ifa simitude might be used here 
was any other than a storm of thunder and lightning ? | accidental fires, by which houses are consumed, som 


} « 
INTERROGATOR. | times. prove unquenchable, or cannot be quenche:! 





From Purves’ Attempt. 


OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


in the sphere of their operations. Aud a fire that is 
suffered to burn, tili it die out of itself, may be said 
not to be quenched. So that according to the most 
Obj. It is said, Mat.xii.31,32.“*The blasphemy against | common ideas conveyed by these words, when applied 
the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. But! to such fires as we are acquainted with, they do not 
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall | signify endless burning; but do fitly signify the irre- 
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in 

the world to come.” Therefore, those that are guilty 
of this sin, cannot obtain forgiveness in the world or 
dispensation that takes place at the end of this, and 
consequently can never be restored. 


the wicked, and the efficacy of its operations in the 
aionion times, till all corruptions be utterly consumed. | 


but gehenna ; the Hebrew words a valiey, and henem, | 
exprest with Greek letters, and is literally (he valley of 
hinnom. This valley lying near Jerusalem, had been | 
the place in which the idolatrons Jews burnt their 
children to Molech; and was also called fopiet, from 
the Hebrew word fep, which signifies a timbre], tabret, 
or drum, that instrument of music being used, it seems, 
at the time of these idolatrous, and barbarous sa- 
crifices. 2Kings xxiii. 10, **And he defiled To- 
phet, which is the valley of the children of Hinnom, 
that no man might make his son or his daughter to 
pass through the fire to Molech.” 
allude to the worms, which continually preyed on the 
dead carcasses, that were cast into this valley, after it 
was made an unclean place; and the fire that was 
kept there to consume the filthiness, and purify the air 
from the noxious vapors, which might be occasioned | 
by that defilement. ‘The figurative allusion which our 
Lord makes to this place, when speaking of the state 
of the damned, behoves to have been very well known 
to the Jews; for it had been used as ancient as the 
days of Isaiah, as appears from Isa. xxx. 33, **For To- 
phet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepar- 
ed, he hath made it deep and large; the pile thereof 
is fire and much wood, the breath of the Lerd, like a 
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.” Now the fire of 
Gehenna, or Tophet, being prepared for the highest 
denomination of men, even the king: We are inform- 
ed, that it is deepand large, that it may contain all 
4ion than either eternity or world. Itseems tobe very the kings of the earth, and their counsellors, who have | 
mmproperty rendered world, 1 Cor. x. 11, **Now aj] |combined against Jehovah and his anointed; and all) 
these things happeued unto them for ensawples; and Nog ape retinue who have loved, and furthered their 


Ans. This objection supposes, that those who are not 
guilty of this sin will be forgiven in the world to come, 
which, I suppose, those who make it, will not readily 
grant. ~But: without insisting on what objectors or 
others may say, or what their sayings may infer, the 
matteris very plain as recorded, Mark iii. 28, 29, “*Ver 
ily I say unto you, all sins shal! be forgiven unto the 
sdris of mien, and blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shal] blaspheme ; but he that shall blaspheme against 
the Holy Ghost, hath ‘never forgiveness, but is in dan- 
ger.of eternal damnation.” From this text it is plain, 
that this sin subjects to what is here called elernal 
damnation ; but the word rendered e/ernal, is, in sev- 
@rai ipstances used to denote a limited duration, and 
therefore cannot prove endless duration. The last clause 
of verse 29, is literally thus, hath not forgiveness 
unto theaion, but is in danger of aionion judgment. 
Now, though the person that is guilty of this sin, is 
not to’have forgiveness in the world to come, but in 
the world to come is liable to punishment ; yet as 
there™»are several worlds to come, if the word aion, 
signifies world, he may still have forgiveness in some 
(future world. For that there are aions to come is evi 
Ment from Eph: ii. 7. “That in the aions to come, he 
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace.” In 
Bhis text, the word ation in a plural form, is rendered 
ages in the English translation, and so is it also, Epb. 
iti. 5, and Col. i, 26, which is surely a better transla- 
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wicked devices: And as their cruelty and ‘opposition 
has been violent against the anointed of Jehovah, and 
his loyal subjects ; the fire of Gehenna will affect them, 
with a proportionable violence, when the breath of Je. 
hovah, like a stream of brimstone, shall kindle jt,— 
But however deep and large it may be, we cannot sup- 
pose its extent to be infinite ; and howevef much fire 
and wood may be in the pile, we have no sufficient 
ground to conclude that it will be inexbaustable, 
With respect to the expression, the fire is not quench. 





1. Are we under any necessity of supposing that the \forever. Therefore the punishment of the wicked re- | 


n- | doctrine of universal restoration. 
} 


| allowed to undergo a change analogous to the worm 


sistible force of that fiery indignation that shall devons | 


The word rendered hell, Mark ix. 43, is not hades : 


ed, on which the objection chiefly depends ; we find it, 


| in other places of scripture, applied to things that we 


know have come to auend, Jer, vii. 20, “*Therefore 


It is not that | ed Eph. iii. 5, and: Col. i. 26, for it’ was-in the end of| thus saith the Lord God, behold mine anger and my 


\fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon-man 
and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, aud 
upon the fruit of the ground ; and it shall burn, and it 
shall not be queuched.” Jer. xvii. 27, **Then will 
I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour 
the pallaces of Jerusalem ; and it shall not be quench- 
ed.”? ‘These passages have a manifest reference to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and the desolation of the 





| country of Judah, by the Chaldeans; yet the gates of 


\Jerusalem were afterwards built, the city inhabited, 


Now the Gre that is riot quenched, must | and the land cultivated. 


always burn, and being unquenchable, it can never he | : 
y , B ued “ |expression, shall not be quenched, shows, that it can- 


extinguished; the worm also that dieth not, must live | 


And this application of the 


And what is said of the 
worm not dyivg, may be understood in a similar sense. 


uot prove endless duration. 


It may, however, be every way consistent with the 
to admit that the 
worm mentioned in the objection shall never die; if it is 


alluded to in the figure. It is well known that the 


by } Worm or worms, that breed in dead carcasses, or cor- 
'all the efforts used to quench them, till they have to- | 
‘tally destroyed all that is subject to their power, with- | or come to a certain maturity, go into an inactive state, 


ropted matter, after they have exhaused that matter, 


and afterwards come forth with very different proper- 
ties; for instead of coming forth worms again, they 
come forth flies, having feet to walk, and wings to 
mount in the air, with great activity ; whereas before, 
they could only crawl in the place where they lay, 
having neither feet nor wings. Now the gnawings 
and stings of conscience being represented by the 
worm that dieth not, the similitude used by our Lord, 
sets forth the co-operation of conscience, with the fire 
of gehenna; and shows that the most excruciating 
pains will be accompanied with the deepest remorse. 
In the present state, men find various ways and means 
to obstruct the operations of conscieuce; but those 
that are cast into gehenna, or the lake of fire avd brim- 
stone, kindled by the breath of Jehovah, will find no 
way nor mean to avoid its painful gnawing. Con- 
science will then become a worm of such strength and 
capacity, as to eat up all their corruption; and dread- 
ful must the gnawings thereof be, that will accompany 


| the atonion destruction of the wicked in the fire of the 


lake. As the sufferings of the wicked are generally 
represented as issuing in the destruction or death ; 80 
it may be, that when conscience has performed its 
work, in rooting out of the soul. every desire to sin, 
and destroyed the most latent seed of corruption, a 
state of insensibility, or death, may, fora time, suceced 
these amazing pangs of conscience, and pains of hell 
fire. ‘Then supposing this should be the case; when 
they issue from this death, to him to whom the issues 
of death belong, being quickened and brought back 


| from these depths of destruction and death, and deliv- 


ered from the lowest hell; conscience will then re- 
vive also. But it will be as different in its appearance 
and operation, from what it was in the lake of fire ; a8 
a flie after itis quickened from its inactive state, is dif- 
ferent in its appearance and operations, from what it 
was, when a worm crawling in a dead carcase. The 
proportion may be immensely different, but the analo- 
gy between the similitude and the thing signified, ap- 
pears both striking and beaatiful. 

‘This simititade represents the conscience of a: wick- 
ed pefson in bell, as swelling with a sense of sin; ine 
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capable to ascend in heavenly contemplations ; re- _ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
yolviog on impure objects, which formerly gave de- 
light Pe the soul ; bat, in this state, fill it with remorse 
anid horror; and gnawing the soul to its centre, till its 








REMARKS. ON MAT. Y. 25, 26. 


“Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in 


pure, or sinful desire : An@ it represents the the way with him; lest al any lime the adversary de- 
. sire: 


every 1m boas 
same person, when visited with the 


conscience of the d 
reviving and refreshing influences of the spirit of God, 
ec 


as winged with faith and hope ; avimated by laye, to 
God, and divine things; ascending itt contemplation 
of seraphic bliss ; and tasting these pure delights, and 
enjoying that sublime felicity, that flows from tbe be-!. a is necessary in order to benefit ourselves with this 
nign influence of the sun of righteousness, or light of portion of our Saviour’s instructions, that we under- 
the new Jerusalem. stand at the commencement of our meditations, who 
When therefore the words of our Lord, Mat. iii. 12, | a5 that adversary to whom he referred. Various opin- 
and Mark ix. 44, are compared with other expressious | ions have been entertained with respect to this ques- 
ofasimilar kind in the sacred scriptures, there ap- tion, Some have supposed this adversary to be God, 
pears no ground, frow them, to conclude endless pun- | ome have supposed it to be the devil, and some that 
ishment. And if the similitudes he uses, be attended jt jg neither the one nor the other. Therefore I will 
to, and followed to their full extent; they convey by the jnquire. ; . 
most natural analogy, the final restoration; and net} 4, [sitGod? Ans. Noi For Jesus never was known 
the endless damnation, of those who shall be cast into | tg represent God asthe adversary of man. During all 
‘his life and in all bis preaching he represented God to 
be the Father and Friend of man. He did so repeat- 
ediy in the very sermouv from which the passage at the 
head of this article was taken. He asserted that God 
loved the world, and that he sent his Son to commend 
this love, The representation which he gave of the 


liver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to 


the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily Isay 


till thou hast paid the ulltermosi farthing.” 





gehenna. 





DEDICATION.-—-The meeting-house lately erected 
in Fast-Livermore, by the Universalisis, Methodists, 
and other denominations of christians, was, on the &th 
ultimo, dedicated to the worship of God. An able an 
interesting discourse was delivere’ by Rev. Grorce did not consider God to be our adversary. He repre- 
Bares, from St. Johu iv. 23, “But the hour is coming... req that God loved those who did not love him: 
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him.”” Rev. Mr. Atwelland Rev. Mr. | 
Hayes were present and took part in the services:— | 
The music was excellent; and the performances 


that he made the sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sent his rain on the just and on the unjust: 
that he was kind ento the unthankfal and to the evil. 
Let any uoprejudiced mind decide, if it be reasonable 
to suppose that he who was sincere in teaching men 
throughout were solemn, appropriate and impressive ; | thus, conld have believed that God was the adversary 
manifesting a spirit of liberality and benevolence that | of wan. 
does honor to the christian pri fession.—FPorl. Int. 9. Is it the devil. lam far from entertaining the 
common opiuion of the devil; but it does not belong 
'to this subject to dispute it. The question now be- 
THANKSGIVING.--Tuoenrspay, the twenty-foorth fore ys is, whether the devil (Jet the word mean what 
day of Nov.next, is to be observed asa day of Thanks- | it may) was the adversary to whom Christ alluded.— 
giviog and Praise, throughout this Commouwealth. I answer, as in the former case, No. That the devil 
is in reality our adversary and that he is called so in 
‘the scriptures | have no disposition to deny. But this 
FREEMASONRY.—-The King of Spain on the 21st does not affect the question before us. That our Say- 
August issued a new decree against the Freemasons. ‘iour did not allude to the devil by the adversary of 
A lodge of Masons having been seized in Grenada, | whom he spake is evident from the very exhortation. 
while, as the decree states, they were holding their| +. Qoree with thine adversary quickly.” Shall we agree 
“dark meeting,” clothed in their “ridiculous garments,” | with the devil? Shall we come to terms with him? 
and surrounded by the instruments and emblems “of| Are we not commanded rather to “resist the devil,” 
this reprobate craft,” the King has decreed, that all | that he may flee from us? If we agreed with the ad- 
the persons thus seized, and being engaged in the cer- | versary of whom Christ spake, it would be the means 
emony, shall, within three days at farthest of the pub-| of keeping us out of prison; but we have generally 
lication of the decree in Grenada, be punished | peep thought that if we agreed with ‘he deril, it will 
with death, agreeabiy to the decreeofthelst Au-| be the means of throwing us in. Perhaps my theolo- 
gust, 1624; it being proper to punish in an ex- gical opponents have changed their views; ] will 
emplary manner, so shameless an audacity on the part | therefore, inquire of them, whether, if I should quick- 
of these criminals. The decree is alsoto be extended ly agree with their devil, it would keep me out of 
to all parts of the kingdom, wherever there may be prison ? Will he send me to heaven, if I will on!y com- 
such lodges,—~Cent. promise 2 And if I resist Aim, will the judge cast me 
into hell ? 
it is by no means difficult to ascertain our Saviour’s 
SUICIDE.—Miss Jane Hang, of Versailles, Ken. | meaning, if we will only come to the word of God 
‘ately put an end to her existence by jumping into a without having previously made up our opinion. Je- 
deep well. She had just united herself to a Baptist | cus referred to any man who had been injured, and bis 
Chareh, When the family retired to bed they left her | advice may be applied to any person who has injured 
teading the New Testament; in the morning, they | another. See verses 23, 24, *'Therefore, if thou bring 
found ® note on her table stating that they might find | thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy 
her in the well, —Gas, brother hath aught against thee; leave there thy gift 
before the allar, and go thy way; first be reconciled 
PT to thy brother and then come and offer thy gift. A- 
Be pate ee res fa AO RELENP has leftthe Lom-| gree with thine adversary quickly,” 4c. Is it not 
call of thet aurch /p E hiladelphia, and accepted the | manifest that these verses all refer to the same subject? 
York 2 arverealiet Church in Prin.ce-street, New-| The purport of the advice is, that the duties of morali- 
th 9 a services in the latter place commenced op | ty are of greater importance than the ceremonies of 
* 9th inst. ’ religion. And, therefore, if a man is engaged in the 
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unio thee, thou shalt by no means come oul thence, | 


divine conduct towards mankind, manifests that he | 
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‘latter, and recollects that he has injured his brother, 
even if be isat the altar, let him leave his offering, let 
him be reconciled to his brother, and let him do it 
quickly, lest -his brother institute a'‘legal process, de- 
liver him to the judge, and the judge, to the officer, 
}and he be cast into prison, 

- If we attend tothe derivation of the word rendered 
adversary, we shall see an additional reason for enter 
taining thie opinion. The word thus renileredisantedikos. 
it is from anti, a Greek preposition, signifying against, 
and dike a lawsuit. So that aniidikes signifies an ad- 
versary ina lawsuit, The whole tenor of the passage 
we are considering shews that Christ alluded to.such a 
kind of an adversary ;—a man who would go to law 
with the offender if the latter did not make him satis- 
faction. 

We now see who the adversary is; and Jesus says, 
agree with him quickly. There are very few people 
but who are willing to allow that we ought to agree 
with our adversaries, and that they will by and hy 
make restitution to those they have offended : but they 
put it off. Now ,to such the words of Christ are pecu- 
Sel applicable ‘‘agree with thine adversary, quick- 
y. 

Why should we agtee with him quickly ? 

1. Because difficulties are more easily managed at 
first than they are afterwards. They are like diseases, 
'which, when once they become settled, baffle the 
skill of the most experienced physicians, and place the 
patient in the most iminent danger. They are like 
conflagrations, manageable in their first stages, but 
which afterwards put in requisition the greatest of hu- 
man efforts. Those who have noticed the progress of 
difficulties among men know this to betrve. It is es- 
pecially so when beth or either of the parties is irrita- 
ble and inflexible. O how important is it to watch 
the first risings of angry passions! After difficulties 
are matured, terms are rejected by both parties which 
would at first have been satisfactory ; aud the efforts 
of friends which would at first have been effectual, 
now prove unavailing, 

2. Difficulties are not only settled more easily, but 
with much less expense if attended to in season. _ Ii 
you do not agree with your adversary quickly, he will 
deliver you to the officer, the officer wil) deliver you 
to the judge, and the judge will cast you into prison. 
So here is the fee of the officer, of the judge and the 
|jail-keeper, all to be paid. And in our times we may 
'add another, viz. that of the lawyer. And these fees 
, must virtually come out of the pockets of those who, 
| because they did not agree with their adversaries 
iquckly, were dragged before a judicial tribunal, judg- 
ed and condemned. How many people there are, 
who, because they do not seasonably pay their debts, 
are compelled at last to pay double the original sum. 
And how greatly must it chagrin such, after they have 
neglected their debts until a iegal process is instituted 
concerning them, to offer to pay the whole debt and 
half the cost, an! yet have their offer rejected. ‘Thus 
we see that to agree with an adversary quickly, is a 
very reasonable command. 


3. Agreeing quickly saves a great deal of trouble 








and anxiety. Jesus represents men as referring toa 


legal process if they do not get satisfaction ; and this 
is very natural, It is the way, the law provides,— 
Now who can calculate the time and happiness which 
thousands have sacrificed in attending courts, obtain- 
ing witnesses, and in being examined assuch, Let 
me conjure the reader to heed the exhortation of Christ, 
and agree with his adversary quickly. 


One great obstacle to an early settlement of difficu)- 


make the first advance towardsa settlement. Now 
it seems tome to be reasonable that he who has in jur- 
ed should make the first proposal for settlement. © It is 
his duly. And if both have injured, it belongs to the 
first transgressor, We should always be willing to 





make fujl reparation for all ivjury done; and if we 





ties is the reluctance which people generally feel to < 
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have done an iajury which cannot be repaired, we 
ought at least to confess our sorrow. If the injury is 
reparable, but we are not able to repair it, we should 
feel ourselves under obligation to do it, when we have 
the ability. 

The subject admonishes us to be careful that we 
make no man our adversary. And this care should 
consist in paying a due respect to every man’s rights. 
Every man has rights that are dear to him; and he 
who infringes upon any of them ought to suffer the 
consequences, Weshould fulfil all our promises ; and 
be careful to make hone which we think we cannot 
fulfil. We should guard our angry passions. These 
often make us do things for which we are afterwards 
sorry. Finally, brethren, “let us, therefore, follow af- 
ter the things which make for peace, and things where- 
with one may edify another,” RicHARDs, 





From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


REPENTANCE, 


Repentance is a christian exercise that is explicitly 
taught in the scriptures and constantly recommended 
to our practise and attention. But, notwithstanding, 
it is the subject of much discourse, its nature, it is be- 
lieved, is but little understood. There are many, who 
imagine that repentance consists in subjecting the 
body to great pains, inconveniences, and deprivations, 
for the mortification of the flesh : hence, many fast of- 
ten, and appoint certain days “to afflict their soul 
and bow down their head like a bull-rush.”? Others 
think that repentance consists in a sorrow for the past, 
and a determination that their future conduct shall be 
** as it becometh the gospel of Christ.”? But all this falls 
far short of genuine repentance, unless that determina, 
tion be carried into effect. We may express a thou- 
sand wishes that we had not indulged in vicious prac- 
tices, and as many determinations that we will reform, 
and all to no purpose, unless there be a practical turn- 
ing away from onr sins, and an aversion to them as hein- 
ous. 

Thus, it will be perceived that sorrow for any action 
is not repentance ; for we are told that, *‘Godly sor- 


row worketh repentance unto life, but the sorrow of | 
jhim, when he saw that he was condemned, repented 


the world worketh death.”’ By which we learn that sor- 
row isthe cause, and repentance the effect. This re 
pevtance implies a change of conduct for the better 
which is produced by godly sorrow for the past ; the 
effect of which is moral life. But sorrow for any crime. 
simply because it gives us pain, or exposes us to pun- 
ishment, only “‘worketh death,” or is an evidence of 
our condemnation. Thus to repent of our sins is to 
forsake them and pursue a virtuous course. It does not 
consist in a confession of great wickedness and deprav- 
ity ; nor iv a prefession of a change of heart and an 
aversion to sin and a love of holiness ; but, ‘tin breaking 
off our sins by righteousness, and our iniquities by turn- 
ing unto the Lord.” St. Paul says, “The times of 
this ignorance God winked at, but now he command- 
eih all men every where torepent.” The repentance 
here enforced is a change of faith and practice. The 
people, being ‘“twholly glven to idolatry,” were cal- 
led upon to repent, by casting away their graven ima- 
ges ; and by believing in, and serving, the one only 
living and trae God. This exhortation of tho apostle, 
is very applicable’to the religious world in the present 
day. How many absurd ceremonies, contradictory 
systems of religion, and false notions of the charac- 
ter of our heavenly Father are extant in the world! 
What a wide field is here presented for the exercise 
of spiritual repentance and reformation! All men are 
now called upon to “testify repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,” by for- 
vabing their sins, renouncing their errors, and chang- 
ing (heir practices. 

In this sense, St. Paul repented of his pharisaical 
righteousness and false doctrines, when he was separat- 


that | have betrayed the innocent blood.” 





ed from his ‘mother’s womb,” (or Jewish church) and 
called by the grace of God to be aw apostle of the 
Gentiles. He says, “those things that were gain to me 
I counted loss for Christ,” Gc. He alludes to his birth, 
for he was “tan Hebrew of the Hebrews ;” and to bis 
education and attainments, for he was.bred strictly a 
‘‘pharisee,” and ‘touching the righteousness which od 
in the law blameless.”’ All these things he accounted | 
nothing that he might know Christ, ‘‘and have on his 
righteousness,” even, “the righteousness which is of 
God by faith.’ Let every pharisee go and do like- 
wise. Thus it appears that the scripture signification 
of repentance is a change of faith or of practice. The 
repentance of God, so often mentioned in scripture, 
means no more than a change in his visible dispensa- 
tions, He is not susceptible of grief or sorrow; al- 
though it is said, **They grieved God in the desert, 
and limited the Holy One of Israel ;” and, ‘‘that it re- 
pented him that he made man,” &c. 

We read, God is not man that he should lie, nor the 
son of man that be should repent. There was a great 
change in God’s dealings with the Antediluvians: 
whereas he had given them life and all the blessings 
they enjoyed, he deprived them of the same and gave 
them death. This change is called repentance, and 
the language is adopted to the capacity of the people 
of that age, and shows that mankind have likened God 
to themselves, and supposed that he is changeable and 
alternately pleased and displeased with his creatures, 
whereas, ‘he is of one miod and none can (urn him.” 
Agreeable to this explanation of repentance, it is said, 
that, ‘Esau found no place of repentance though he 
sought it carefully with tears.’ ‘The meaning of the 
passage is, he found po way to change his condition, 
or regain the birthright whicb he had sold for one mor- 
sel of meat, though he sought to effect it carefully with 
tears. Notwithstanding bis coudition was unalterable 
and the promise descended through the seed of Jacob, 
yet Esau, who experienced great grief and “lifted his 
voice and wept,’’ had the promise of as great temporal 
blessings as his brother Jacob. Although Esau wept 
bitterly, yet he found uo place of repentance, by which 
we again learn that great sorrow or grief is not repent- 
ance. The repentance ot Judas is another case in 
We read, **Then Judas, which bad betrayed 


point. 


himself, and browght again the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and elders, saying, | have sinned, in 
Here is not 
only a confession of guilt, but a change of conduct in 
actually restoring the price of innocent blood. By the 
grief and surprise of Judas, when he saw that Christ 
was condemned, and the confession that Jesus was in- | 
nocent, it is evident that he never intended that Je- | 
sus should have been condemned to the cross and lit- | 
erally executed. Now if grief be any proof of repent- | 
ance, Judas was greatly exercised thereby ; if the re-/ 
storation of ill-gotten property be any evidence, the 
case of Judas affords this evidence. It is supposed 
that Judas committed suicide, and therefore, that his 
condition is remediless. But as the act itself (admit- 
ting the supposition of self murder correct) is an evi- 
dence of insanity, avd insanity is not a crime, we 
should recollect that the scriptures are entirely silent 
as to any punishment for those who are left to perform | 
that fatal act. One thing is evident—Judas gave bet- 
ter proof of repentance than many persons do, who are 
pronounced hopefully converted ; who having wrong- 
ed the widow and fatherless of their right, and de- 
trauded the hireling of his wages, and arisen to emi- 
nence and wealth on the ruins of others, come out and 
make a public profession of religion, confessing their | 
past guilt and promising to reform ; but never think of | 
making restitution to those they have wronged or in- 
jured. 

Indeed, a profession and confession settle all ac- 
counts with their consciences and fellow-men and hide | 
a multitude of faults. Our Saviour says, “By their | 














fruits ye shall kuow them,” by which we learn that 
the actions are the only sure evidence of any change 
of disposition. When we see a person making restity. 
tion to those he has injured, forsaking his former vicious 
habits, and doing to others as he would be done unto, 
we may pronounce him hopefully converted, and a pen: 
itent indeed. Finally, we are informed that the good. 
ness of God leadeth to repentance, and that we love 
him because he first loved us. Thus it is evident that 
the wrath of God can only lead to impenitence, and 
that hatred begets hatred. Let us then not only love 
and repent in word and profession, but in deed and in 
truth: and as the constant recipients of the bounty and 
eoodness of our heavealy Father, ever a: at the fee- 
ble returns of gratitude which we only can make, “in 
doing justly, loving mercy, and walking bumbly be- 
fore him.” K. H**#, 
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f<y-Our Brother, the Editor of the Carnistran Iy- 
TELLIGENCER, in speaking of our notice to the Editor 
of the CAnnrp EXAMINER, has pointed out a grose 
blunder in our own paper. In the 16th No. of our pre- 
sent Volume, we credited a couple of article: to THE 
Gosprrt TrRotas, which were originally published in 
the CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Thomas Stevens Pitman to 
Miss Caroline Sinclair. Mr. ‘sathaniel Howe, jr. to 
Miss Sarah Mills. Mr. Thomas Bolin to Miss Betsey 
akerman. Mr. Wm. Pool to Miss Mary Lawrence.— 
Mr. Leavit Gardner to Miss Christiana Wilder. Mr 
Samuel Sawyer, of Mount Desert, to Miss Lydia An- 
ders, of Boston. Mr. James Colby to Miss Mary 
Brown. 


By Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr. Henry Johnson to Miss Ehiz- 
abeth Ann Lyon. 

By Rev. Dr. Gardner, Samuel Howard Huntington, 
Esq. of Hartferd, Con. to Miss Catherine Hutchinson 
Brinley, of this city. 

In Charlestown, Mr. Silas Farrar to Miss Ann A. 
Gage. 

In Carver, Mass. by Thomas Hammond, Esq. Mr. 
Earl Shaw te Miss Anne Hammond. 

In Providence, R. 1. by Rev. Mr. Pickering, Mr. 
Thomas J. Arnold, of Smithfield, to Miss Nancy Lyon, 
of this town. Mr. Thomas J. Hill to Miss Betsey 
Brown, both of Pawtucket, R. }. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 


On Saturday last, Horace Hilligas, youngest child of 
Mr. Simon Hastings, aged 9 months. 


Mr. James Brackin, aged 75. Sarah Ann, daughter 
of Mr. Thomas Tilden, aged 5 years and 3 months. 


In Hartford, Con. on the 8th inst. Laurelia Ruggles, 
only child of Rev. John Bisbe, aged 16 months. 
“One adequate support 
For the calamities of nortal life 
Exists—one only; an assured belief 
That the procession of our fate, howe’er 
Sad or disturbed, is ordered by a Being 
Of infinite benevolence and power, 
Whose everlasting purposes embrace 


=) 
All accidentg, converting them to good.” 


In Salem, N. H. George T. son of Rev. Wm. Bell, 

aged 4 years. 
“Ob, bast thou gone / dear lovely child? 
Thou, who wast innocent and mild? 
And hast thou gone, uot to return, 
And left us here on earth to mourn ? 
No more shall we those accents hear, 
To which we turu’d the list’ning ear ? 
No more our infant George embrace— 
Charm'd with the smile that deck’d thy face 
But we have faith that soars above, 
To realms where all is joy and love ; 
And we have hope to meet thee there— 
With thee, God's blissful presence share.” 


In Quincy, Mass. on the 21st inst. Mr. Jedidiah Ad- 
ams, jr, aged 33. 
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